
The Value of Field Trips
In August it was reported in the

Beaumont Enterprise and other media that the
Beaumont Independent School District had
determined to eliminate all fieldtrips for stu-
dents in the coming fall semester. I believe
that, as one of many institutions affected by
this decision, the McFaddin-Ward House has
a right to make its position known.

For many years our museum has conduct-
ed an annual program targeted at seventh-
grade students in BISD in conjunction with
the Beaumont Heritage Society’s John Jay
French House. The program is called “Texas
History Tours” and utilizes the century-long
span of time represented by the interpretive
periods of the two house museums to show stu-

dents the dramatic changes brought about in
Beaumont, the state of Texas, and throughout
the nation between 1850 and 1950, resulting
from recognized societal factors like westward
expansion, the industrial revolution, and the
advent of the oil age.

This program is produced at no charge to
BISD despite precious staff time and countless
hours devoted to this endeavor by volunteers
at both institutions. We have continued to
utilize our own tightly stretched resources to
provide this program because it is our mission
as local history museums to do what we were

established to do, to teach local history: to
place in context how events on the world
stage ultimately translate down to affect  local
history and the reverse.

The power of places like McFaddin-Ward
House and the French House to teach lies in
the “power of the real.”  It is through the use
of tangible historical artifacts in our collec-
tions that we are able to reach children in ways
that textbooks and classroom instruction can-
not. Museum learning is experiential in
nature.  For some children no amount of read-
ing a science text or looking at diagrams will
spark an understanding of Newton’s Third
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“Morning with
the
McFaddins,”
a live perform-
ance inside the
McFaddin-Ward
House, is one
part of the edu-
cational pro-
gramming
offered free to
BISD by local
museums.

       



the lives of Perry and Caldwell.
When the McFaddin family moved into

the house at 1906 McFaddin Avenue, Perry
and Caldwell were 10 and 6 years old.  Thus,
they spent a formative part of their lives living
in the house. Perry lived in the house full-time
from 1907 when the family moved into the
house until the fall of 1913 when he left to
attend college at Rice Institute in Houston.  

Perry was involved in activities outdoors
for most of his life, including some with his
Boy Scout troop, the first troop in Beaumont.
A letter from him to his sister, Mamie, written
when he was 14, shows that some things
haven’t changed over time. On March 20,
1911, Perry wrote, “I am trying to get papa to
get me a license to drive this summer.”  Before
he left for Rice in 1913, he had one.

After his graduation from Rice in 1917,

Perry returned home to work, living in the
family home on McFaddin Avenue. In spite of
being adventurous and liking amusements, he
felt both the responsibility of being the oldest
male child in his family and the pressure from
his parents either to work for his father on the
ranch or to continue his education at a univer-
sity in the Northeast.  

World War I interrupted Perry’s chosen
ranch career in August 1918 when he enlisted
in the Naval Reserves. He was sent to the
Goat Island Training Station outside of San
Francisco, California; there he was confined to
camp for a majority of his time, because it was
quarantined to prevent the spread of the
Spanish Flu epidemic. Life in the Navy was
not what Perry hoped it would be, and at the
conclusion of the war, he requested a dis-
charge, stating that he was needed at home as

a part of his family’s ranching business. He ulti-
mately devoted himself completely to work on
the family ranch and continued to live with
his parents, sister, and brother-in-law until his
1926 marriage to Amizetta Northcott White.  

Like his older brother Perry, Caldwell
lived in the McFaddin house from 1907 until
he left for college at Rice Institute in the fall of
1917. Caldwell was involved with music at a
young age, playing the “Valse d’Enfant” by
Satorio in a November 1910 piano recital at
the Beaumont Conservatory of Music.
Caldwell’s maternal grandmother described
him as being “so much enthused over his play-
ing that he forgot where he was at the time
and was keeping time with his head.”
Caldwell entertained himself when he attend-
ed Beaumont High School by singing with the
Howlers, a boys’ glee club; going to parties;
and attending the movies with Mamie at least
once a week. During his high school years, he
was confirmed at St. Mark’s Church
(Episcopal) where he attended services most
Sundays with his mother. Caldwell excelled in
high school and graduated in May 1917 as the
valedictorian.  

At Rice, he continued to be successful
academically, played football (despite the
reluctance of his mother), and participated in

Do your trees suffer from “Post-Rita
Syndrome?”  Help is on the way!  On Thursday,
September 14, at 6:30 p.m. in our lecture hall,
Dr. Dennis Franklin will present a program on
“Trees — One Year After Rita.”  Many area
property owners were left with dying or dam-
aged trees in the wake of Hurricane Rita.
Franklin will speak on what can be recovered,
what cannot, and how to tell the difference.

Franklin currently writes a syndicated col-
umn, “Ask the Plant Doctor.” He is the author
of numerous other publications and holds not
only a Ph.D. in plant pathology from Texas
A&M, but a Post Doctorate in the same field
from Purdue University.  

In 1991, he was commissioned by the
United States Forest Service as the primary
consultant involved in preparing and moving
the first living National Christmas Tree to
Washington, D.C. The 65-foot tall Blue Spruce
was dug from a mountain slope in Carson
National Forest near Taos, New Mexico and

moved to Washington, D.C. on a specially con-
structed 85-foot-long rig. During the national
Christmas ceremony, President George H.W.
Bush turned on the tree’s lights. The tree was
relocated to the National Arboretum in
Washington D.C. where it now lives. We’re
looking forward to his presentation.

Our children’s programming for fall will
get underway as usual with our Afternoon
Pastimes activity “Hallowe’en Frolic” on
Saturday, October 28, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m.  Children from 6 to 12 will enjoy an old-

fashioned Halloween celebration from the early
1900s, including crafts, ghostly games, and a
haunted house.

“All Creatures Great and Small:  Animals
at the McFaddin-Ward House” will be the topic
for Afternoon Pastimes November 16.
Pastimers will bring a donation for the Humane
Society of Southeast Texas and learn about the
various animals that once lived around the
McFaddin-Ward House carriage house, includ-
ing cows and horses. They will also learn how to
care for different kinds of animals.

Fall Afternoon Pastimes will conclude
with “Let’s Give a Party” on December 14.
Pastimers will learn how the McFaddins
planned a Christmas party in the early 20th
century. They will make their own party invita-
tion and placemat. 

For information about the Dennis
Franklin talk, Afternoon Pastimes, or any of the
museum’s programs, call Judith Linsley at 832-
1906.
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The Adventures of Perry & Caldwell

See ADVENTURES, page 4

MWH Lecture Series, Pastimes continue through fall

By Lauren Ham

W.P.H. McFaddin, Jr., most often known as
Perry or Peb, and his younger brother James
Lewis Caldwell McFaddin, called Caldwell,
Cob, or Blink, led full lives and left great sto-
ries behind them. The third-floor installa-
tion, opening in November, will provide a
space for us to tell the rarely told stories of 

Dr. Dennis Franklin
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The summer meeting of the
McFaddin-Ward House Volunteer Service
Council has come to be an event that real-
ly brightens a long, hot summer, and this
year’s gathering was no exception.  Sixteen
adult volunteers, three junior interpreters,
and two staff members answered the call
that was sent out in June to “create
tablescapes!” On the evening of Tuesday,
July 18, the museum’s lecture hall was
filled with tables for dining, decorated
with every color of the rainbow and in
every style imaginable. It was pure “eye
candy.” Over 40 volunteers and staff were
on hand to enjoy the creative tablescapes,
refreshments, and a fun time.  

Just a few days earlier, the museum
was abuzz with activity and with visitors —
115 to be exact.  Junior Interpreter Guide
Day on Saturday, July 15, was a huge suc-
cess and a great showcase for our junior
guides, veterans and newcomers alike.
Seven young people trained as JI1s this
summer: Megan Castle, Andrew Young,
Laura Elam, Rebecca Fertitta, Kelsey
Kessinger, Rebekah Mosley, and Caitlin
Slater. They were all on hand for JI Guide
Day to share their newfound knowledge
with the public. Second year JIs Erica
Reyes, Harold Booker, Mallory Buckner,

Chelsea Clapp,  Lauren Lauher, Hannah
Mosley, with the help of one veteran JI
Deborah Mosley,  rounded out the inter-
pretive crew that day. They all did a superb
job. The museum staff appreciates the time
and effort each JI put into the training this
year.

Another highlight this summer was
the first-ever docent update and third-
floor training course held in late July.
Twenty veterans-of-the-wars docents
endured one-and-one-half days of lectures,
reviews, room studies, and workshops to
graduate from this course. And they came
out smiling — every single one of them! It
was high praise for the staff, considering
the variety of information shared and the
length of the class. The newly-revised
McFaddin-Ward House Interpreter’s
Manual distributed to the class also
received rave reviews from the docents,
some who have not had a revised manual
since 1992. Two additional docent update
and third-floor training sessions are
planned for the fall in preparation for the
opening of the third floor in early
November.

On August 7, 2006, the staff launched
another program, docent training, with 11
class members. Although it may not be the

largest class of docents ever, holding train-
ing in August definitely makes it the
warmest! Formal classes end the same
month, and graduation is on September
19.  Look for a photograph of the class
below.

Volunteers will meet in October for
the final VSC general meeting of 2006.
On Monday, October 9, they will travel to
Orange to visit the Stark House. This is a
long overdue trip — one year, to be exact.
This trip was to have been made last year
on Monday, October 10, but Miss Rita had
other plans for all of us.

Before the rush of holiday events
begins in late November, volunteers will
be heavily involved in the activities sur-
rounding the opening of the third floor.
They will be sharing their knowledge of
the new spaces with visitors during our
public opening on November 4 and 5.
Beginning on Tuesday, November 7, the
third floor will become a part of the route
for all our regular tours.

Viewpoints from the Visitor Center

2006 MWH Docent Class: Front Row, L to R: Betty Broussard, Priscilla Rouse,
Melba Osborne, Martha Richardson. Middle Row, L to R: Ida Dodson, Liz Gibbs,
Madlyn Benton, Peggy Thompson. Back Row, L to R: Don Benton, Linda Martin.
Not Pictured: Donda Thomasson.

Volunteer Calendar
Saturday, September 16

Docent Update and Third-Floor
Training

9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Lecture Hall

(reservations required)

Monday, October 9, 2006
VSC General Meeting & Luncheon &

Tour
Stark House, Orange, Texas

Meet at Visitor Center
10:30 a.m.

Monday, October 16
Docent Update and Third-Floor

Training, Part 1
9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Lecture Hall
(reservations required)

Tuesday, October 17
Docent Update Continued

9 a.m. to Noon
Lecture Hall

Thursday, November 2
Third-Floor Preview for Volunteers

6:30 p.m. to 8 p.m.
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Thursday, September 14
Lecture Series

Dr. Dennis Franklin
“Trees — One Year After Rita”

6:30 p.m.

Saturday, October 28
“Hallowe’en Frolic”

Visitor Center
6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.

Saturday, November 4
Third-Floor Open House

10 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Sunday, November 5
McFaddin-Ward House 
100th Anniversary & 

Third-Floor Open House
1 p.m. to 4 p.m.

Thursday, November 9
Lecture Series

Dr. Ware Petznick
“The Boys Are Back in Town”

6:30 p.m.
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Law of Motion like operating an interactive display
at a science museum will.

For those of us working in the history field,
being able to demonstrate butter churning to stu-
dents who have only known of low fat, polyunsatu-
rated margarine from a dairy case at the local gro-
cery store; or seeing the expressions on the faces of
kids who struggle to understand that there was a
time before air conditioning, video games, televi-
sion, iPods, and cell phones and that people got by

just fine without those things; these moments are
what we live for. The knowledge that we might
awaken a single mind to thoughtful action is why
we work in museums in the first place or volunteer
our precious time there.

So I would ask trustees, administrators, and
educators alike to re-examine their views on field
trips. We have the same goals and objectives: to
bring about the enlightenment and intellectual
enrichment of Beaumont’s children and to prepare
them for a complex and challenging future. For
some of our young people that knowledge will be
forthcoming in the classroom; for others, we are
here to help. Please let us do so.

Desk 
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the Reserve Officer’s Training Corps during World
War I. He also showed his sentimentality by saving
the letters that his family wrote to him while he was
away at school. 

After graduating, Caldwell moved to
Cambridge, Massachusetts, to attend law school at
Harvard University, where he survived three years
of rigorous academics and cold winters. He returned
to Beaumont after his Harvard graduation and
worked for the law firm of Smith, Crawford, and
Sonfield for several years before permanently join-
ing the McFaddin family businesses. Caldwell
moved out of his family home for good in 1925,

following his marriage to Rosine Blount of
Nacogdoches.  

Perry and Caldwell McFaddin were fun-loving
boys and young men who remained loyal to their
family and deserve the more significant place that
they will occupy in the interpretation of the
McFaddin-Ward House and the McFaddin family
when the third floor of the house opens this
November.         

Lauren Ham has been interning with the McFaddin-
Ward House in its collections and education depart-
ments this summer. Following her stay here, she will
take her knowledge and skills down the road to the
Museum of the Gulf Coast, where she has accepted the
position of curator/archivist.

Adventures 
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