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The McFaddin-Ward House has
much to celebrate this Christmas as
we look back 100 years to the first
Christmas that the McFaddins cele-
brated in their new home at 1906
McFaddin Avenue. W.PH. and Ida
McFaddin moved from 1316 Calder
Avenue to this newly” completed
home on January 7, 1907. When the
family arrived, Mamie, their eldest,
was 11 years old; Perry was 9; and
Caldwell was 5. Only two months
later on March 17, 1907, Ida
McFaddin hosted a lavish musicale,
which took over the entire house. In
that brief time, she was able to coordi-
nate moving, purchase more furniture
(including the Ivers & Pond 1905
model piano from Boston) and deco-
rate it all. At the musicale, Mrs.
McFaddin sang “The Journey Is
Long,” and after the performance,
guests adjourned to the third floor,
where an orchestra played music for
dancing. The family continued to
bring considerable activity to the
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‘A Child’s Christmas’

McFaddins’ first holiday season in
house focus of this yuletide

neighborhood during the first year of
their residence by making significant
additions to the large Beaux-Arts
Colonial mansion and building a car-
riage house.

The breakfast room and conser-
vatory were built according to Henry
Conrad Mauer’s designs, and the car-
riage house (complete with servants’
quarters, gymnasium, hay loft and
stalls) ensured that much action sur-
rounded the McFaddins’ new home
throughout 1907. December was no
exception, particularly for the
McFaddins’ first Christmas in their
new home, where many accomplish-
ments prompted the cause for thank-
ful celebration. Certainly, young chil-
dren always bring a special excitement
to the holiday; but with different
social customs in the late Victorian
and Edwardian era, children were
rarely the center of attention. This
year the museum celebrates “A

See Christmas, page 2

In the early part of the century, Santa delivered

Christmas trees along with presents.

Program will discuss pandemic

Could it happen again? Exactly what
was it, anyway? The 1918 influenza pan-
demic killed more people in a shorter time
than any other natural catastrophe in
world history. Estimates of the worldwide
death toll range from 20,000,000 to
100,000,000. But in the United States, the
extent of the tragedy was overshadowed by

World War 1.

On Tuesday, January 18, 2007, Cindy
Powers, director of infection control for
Christus Hospital, will give a program on
the “Spanish flu” pandemic, comparing it
to others throughout history and discussing
its impact on the nation and the world.
On a personal note, she will speak of an
oral history she did with her grandmother,
who during the epidemic lived in Kansas

only a short distance from the military base
where the deadly strain of influenza is
believed to have begun. The program will
conclude with a short description of the
influenza epidemic in Beaumont by
McFaddin-Ward House education coordi-
nator Judith Linsley.

Reception will begin at 6:30 p.m. in
the visitor center.







