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Mamie
McFaddin,
left, is
shown with
two class-
mates while
she was a
student at
Gunston
Hall in
Washington,
DICieas
1910-1911.

Exhibit details McFaddins’ 190~119 years

Tied into this year’s theme of “Foxtrots
and Foxholes,” the exhibit “From Leisure to
Service” details the McFaddins’ activities in
the years before and soon after World War 1.
The decade 1910-1919 began normally for
the McFaddins, Ida and W.PH. fulfilling tra-
ditional roles, the three children in school.
When America entered the war in 1917, the
McFaddins, like other American families, put
aside leisure activity to focus on patriotic serv-
ice. “From Leisure to Service” also points up
the division in the home between public
rooms, used for leisure, and private areas, ded-
icated to domestic employee service.

McFADDIN-WARD HOUSE

EWPOINT

The “Great War,” as it was called,
brought great social change, sounding the
death knell of the Victorian era. Before the
widespread use of the telephone, the act of
calling on friends and neighbors and leaving
calling cards was an essential social ritual.
Like many Victorian customs, the calling card
began to lose favor after World War I, when
more homes relied upon the telephone or
mail to keep in touch. Traditional families like
the McFaddins continued to use the calling
card as well as the telephone.

When Mamie McFaddin completed her
studies in 1912 at Gunston Hall in Washing-

ton, D.C., she was actively engaged in going to
dances, “riding,” (in autos) as she recorded
repeatedly in her Perpetual Journal, and enjoy-
ing other leisurely social activities. In the par-
lor, one of her ca. 1912 evening dresses is on
display until the end of July. (Owing to the
delicate nature of its blue silk fabric and the
weighted hemline, it cannot be on display for
more than three months.) Embellished with
fur-trimmed sleeves and a rhinestone buckle,
the dress is typical of those worn to the dances
and formal dinners that Mamie attended. Her
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