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FALL ACTIVITIES
TO BEGIN IN
SEPTEMBER

“Summer Movie Nights with the
Stars” in August, featuring movies with
1920s themes, closed out a successful
summer at the McFaddin-Ward House.
Earlier, kids enjoyed two summer camps
and our first-ever Sprinkler Day, a late-
afternoon activity held on the carriage
house grounds. Children (and museum
staff) cooled off in the spray from vintage
lawn sprinklers (courtesy of visitor center
McDaniel) and
snacked on popsicles and lemonade.

manager Bonnie

Now the museum is set to launch a
fall full of brand-new events, beginning
September 8 with the McFaddin-Ward
House Book Club’s discussion of Edith
Wharton’s novel Glimpses of the Moon,
first published in 1922. Called “a come-
dy of eros,” it’s set in the 1920s and tells
of a young couple’s efforts to find happi-
and fortune

ness
apart.

On Thursday, September 25, we
host the Bourbon Tasting for adults, fol-
lowed by our Harvest Hoedown
Saturday, October 25, which offers fun
for the entire family.

Afternoon Pastimes for fall begin
Thursday, November 20, with “Turkey
Time” for children 6-12 and their par-
ents, who will participate in craft-mak-
ing and other Thanksgiving activities.

That should take us right up to the
Christmas holidays — always a beautiful
and special time at the museum.

Don’t miss out on the fun! All
events are free to the public. Call 832-
1906 for information.
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McFADDIN-WARD HOUSE

EWPOINT

A crane carefully removes gargantuan columns in preparation for restoration by experts.

102-year-old columns getting repairs

Widely recognized for its grand columns
and sweeping porches, the 1906-era McFaddin-
Ward House is undergoing a restoration project
to return those defining columns to pristine
condition. Slow deterioration of the 22-foot
columns necessitated the six-month refurbish-
ing project. The damaged areas are located
principally where century-old fasteners held
the columns either to the porches or to the
roof. The combination of untreated metal and
the hot, humid climate of Beaumont triggered
the column structures to rot and weaken their
support function.

According to project manager Hank
Handler of Oak Grove Restoration Company,
the intent is “saving as much as possible all the

original, historic fabric” of the four two-story
columns. With the majority of the columns’
woodwork salvageable, the moderately deterio-
rated parts will be repaired with a specially-for-
mulated epoxy resin while the more seriously
decayed elements will be replaced with old-
growth cypress.

The project started with the refurbishing
of the column capitals. Two of the four massive
capitals were removed over a two-day period.
The 150-pound, 5-foot-wide capitals were crat-
ed and shipped to Maryland, where the detail
work of paint-stripping and groove-faceting
occurs. The refurbished piece then serves as the

See COLUMNS, page 6






